The Twelve: One Unified Book
Book Sequence

Chronological Sequence

Obadiah (J)

Micah (ca. 737–690) – Judah

Jonah (I)

Nahum (ca. 650) – Judah/Assyria

Micah (J)

Habakkuk (ca. 630) – Judah

Judgment

Nahum (J)

Zephaniah (ca. 627) – Judah

Habakkuk (J)

Joel (ca. 600?) – Judah

Zephaniah (J)

Obadiah (ca. 586?) – Judah/Edom

Restoration

Haggai (J)

Haggai (ca. 520) – Judah

Zechariah (J)

Zechariah (ca. 520–518) – Judah

Malachi (J)

Malachi (ca. 450) – Judah

Post-exile

Hosea (ca. 760–730) – Israel

Pre-exile

Amos (I)

Persia

Amos (ca. 760) – Israel

Babylon

Joel (J)

Assyria

Jonah (ca. 770) – Israel/Assyria

Sin

Hosea (I)

The Day of the LORD
! Characteristics
! A day of war and mourning
! Joel 2:11–13. The LORD utters his voice before

his army, for his camp is exceedingly great; he
who executes his word is powerful. For the day
of the LORD is great and very awesome; who
can endure it? 12 “Yet even now,” declares the
LORD, “return to me with all your heart, with
fasting, with weeping, and with mourning; 13
and rend your hearts and not your garments.”
Return to the LORD your God, for he is
gracious and merciful.

! A day associated with the outpouring of

God’s Spirit
! Joel 2:28–32. And it shall come to pass

afterward, that I will pour out my Spirit on all
flesh; your sons and your daughters shall
prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams,
and your young men shall see visions. 29 Even
on the male and female servants in those days I
will pour out my Spirit. 30 And I will show
wonders in the heavens and on the earth, blood
and fire and columns of smoke. 31 The sun shall
be turned to darkness, and the moon to blood,
before the great and awesome day of the LORD
comes. 32 And it shall come to pass that
everyone who calls on the name of the LORD
shall be saved.

! A day of darkness, not light
! Amos 5:18–20. Woe to you who desire the day

of the LORD! Why would you have the day of
the LORD? It is darkness, and not light, 19 as if
a man fled from a lion, and a bear met him, or
went into the house and leaned his hand against
the wall, and a serpent bit him. 20 Is not the day
of the LORD darkness, and not light, and
gloom with no brightness in it?

! A day of kingdom restoration and bounty
! Amos 9:11–14. In that day I will raise up the

booth of David that is fallen and repair its
breaches, and raise up its ruins and rebuild it as
in the days of old, 12 that they may possess the
remnant of Edom and all the nations who are
called by my name,” declares the LORD who
does this. 13 “Behold, the days are coming,”
declares the LORD, “when the plowman shall
overtake the reaper and the treader of grapes
him who sows the seed; the mountains shall
drip sweet wine, and all the hills shall flow with
it. 14 I will restore the fortunes of my people
Israel.

! A day of storm, darkness, and devastation
! Zeph 1:14–18. The great day of the LORD is near,

near and hastening fast; the sound of the day of the
LORD is bitter; the mighty man cries aloud there. 15
A day of wrath is that day, a day of distress and
anguish, a day of ruin and devastation, a day of
darkness and gloom, a day of clouds and thick
darkness, 16 a day of trumpet blast and battle cry
against the fortified cities and against the lofty
battlements. 17 I will bring distress on mankind, so
that they shall walk like the blind, because they have
sinned against the LORD; their blood shall be
poured out like dust, and their flesh like dung. 18
Neither their silver nor their gold shall be able to
deliver them on the day of the wrath of the LORD.
In the fire of his jealousy, all the earth shall be
consumed; for a full and sudden end he will make of
all the inhabitants of the earth.

! A day of judgment and salvation
! Zeph 3:8–11. “Therefore wait for me,” declares

the LORD, “for the day when I rise up to seize
the prey. For my decision is to gather nations, to
assemble kingdoms, to pour out upon them my
indignation, all my burning anger; for in the fire
of my jealousy all the earth shall be consumed. 9
For at that time I will change the speech of the
peoples to a pure speech, that all of them may
call upon the name of the LORD and serve him
with one accord. 10 From beyond the rivers of
Cush my worshipers, the daughter of my
dispersed ones, shall bring my offering.

! A day of our joy in God and God’s joy in

his own
! Zeph 3:14–17. Sing aloud, O daughter of Zion;

shout, O Israel! Rejoice and exult with all your
heart, O daughter of Jerusalem! 15 The LORD
has taken away the judgments against you; he
has cleared away your enemies. The King of
Israel, the LORD, is in your midst; you shall
never again fear evil. 16 On that day it shall be
said to Jerusalem: “Fear not, O Zion; let not
your hands grow weak. 17 The LORD your God
is in your midst, a mighty one who will save; he
will rejoice over you with gladness; he will quiet
you by his love; he will exult over you with loud
singing.

! A day of war, plunder, and earthquake
! Zech 14:1, 3–4. Behold, a day is coming for the

LORD, when the spoil taken from you will be
divided in your midst. . . . 3 Then the LORD
will go out and fight against those nations as
when he fights on a day of battle. 4 On that day
his feet shall stand on the Mount of Olives that
lies before Jerusalem on the east, and the Mount
of Olives shall be split in two from east to west
by a very wide valley, so that one half of the
Mount shall move northward, and the other half
southward.

! A unique day of God-exaltation,

creational transformation, and pervasive
holiness
! Zech 14:7–9, 20. And there shall be a unique

day, which is known to the LORD, neither day
nor night, but at evening time there shall be
light. 8 On that day living waters shall flow out
from Jerusalem, half of them to the eastern sea
and half of them to the western sea. It shall
continue in summer as in winter. 9 And the
LORD will be king over all the earth. On that
day the LORD will be one and his name
one. . . . 20 And on that day there shall be
inscribed on the bells of the horses, “Holy to the
LORD.” And the pots in the house of the
LORD shall be as the bowls before the altar.

! A day of complete burning for the wicked

but of joy and victory for the righteous
! Mal 4:1–3. For behold, the day is coming,

burning like an oven, when all the arrogant and
all evildoers will be stubble. The day that is
coming shall set them ablaze, says the LORD of
hosts, so that it will leave them neither root nor
branch. 2 But for you who fear my name, the
sun of righteousness shall rise with healing in its
wings. You shall go out leaping like calves from
the stall. 3 And you shall tread down the wicked,
for they will be ashes under the soles of your
feet, on the day when I act, says the LORD of
hosts.

! NT reflections on the day of the LORD
! John the Baptist was the forerunner of the

Day of the LORD
! Mal 4:5–6. Behold, I will send you Elijah the

prophet before the great and awesome day of the
LORD comes. 6 And he will turn the hearts of
fathers to their children and the hearts of children to
their fathers, lest I come and strike the land with a
decree of utter destruction.

! Matt 11:9–10, 13–15. What then did you go out to

see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a
prophet. 10 This is he of whom it is written, “Behold,
I send my messenger before your face, who will
prepare your way before you.” . . . 13 For all the
Prophets and the Law prophesied until John, 14 and
if you are willing to accept it, he is Elijah who is to
come. 15 He who has ears to hear, let him hear.

! John saw Jesus as the one who would

inaugurate the day of awesome judgment.
! Matt 3:11–12. I baptize you with water for

repentance, but he who is coming after me is
mightier than I, whose sandals I am not worthy
to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy
Spirit and fire. 12 His winnowing fork is in his
hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and
gather his wheat into the barn, but the chaff he
will burn with unquenchable fire.

! John questioned whether Jesus was the

one, because he didn’t bring everything at
once.
! Matt 11:2–6. Now when John heard in prison

about the deeds of the Christ, he sent word by
his disciples 3 and said to him, “Are you the one
who is to come, or shall we look for another?” 4
And Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John
what you hear and see: 5 the blind receive their
sight and the lame walk, lepers are cleansed and
the deaf hear, and the dead are raised up, and
the poor have good news preached to them. 6
And blessed is the one who is not offended by
me.”

! Christ’s first coming inaugurates but does

not consummate the day of the Lord.
! Luke 4:17–21. And the scroll of the prophet

Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll
and found the place where it was written, 18
“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he
has anointed me to proclaim good news to the
poor. He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the
captives and recovering of sight to the blind, to
set at liberty those who are oppressed, 19 to
proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” 20 And he
rolled up the scroll and gave it back to the
attendant and sat down. And the eyes of all in
the synagogue were fixed on him. 21 And he
began to say to them, “Today this Scripture has
been fulfilled in your hearing.”

! Luke 23:44. It was now about the sixth hour,

and there was darkness over the whole land
until the ninth hour.

! Acts 2:16–21. But this is what was uttered

through the prophet Joel: 17 “And in the last
days it shall be, God declares, that I will pour
out my Spirit on all flesh, and your sons and
your daughters shall prophesy, and your young
men shall see visions, and your old men shall
dream dreams; 18 even on my male servants and
female servants in those days I will pour out my
Spirit, and they shall prophesy. 19 And I will
show wonders in the heavens above and signs
on the earth below, blood, and fire, and vapor of
smoke; 20 the sun shall be turned to darkness
and the moon to blood, before the day of the
Lord comes, the great and magnificent day. 21
And it shall come to pass that everyone who
calls upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.”

! God will come like a thief in the night for

all who are not awake.
! 1 Thess 5:2–6. For you yourselves are fully

aware that the day of the Lord will come like a
thief in the night. 3 While people are saying,
“There is peace and security,” then sudden
destruction will come upon them as labor pains
come upon a pregnant woman, and they will
not escape. 4 But you are not in darkness,
brothers, for that day to surprise you like a thief.
5 For you are all children of light, children of
the day. We are not of the night or of the
darkness. 6 So then let us not sleep, as others do,
but let us keep awake and be sober.

! A thief in the night Joel 2:9–10. They leap

upon the city, they run upon the walls, they
climb up into the houses, they enter through the
windows like a thief. 10 The earth quakes before
them; the heavens tremble. The sun and the
moon are darkened, and the stars withdraw
their shining.

! Asleep in spiritual drunkennessJoel 1:5.

Awake, you drunkards, and weep, and wail, all
you drinkers of wine, because of the sweet wine,
for it is cut off from your mouth.

! God will come with a roar and with fire
! 2 Pet 3:10. But the day of the Lord will come like a

thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a
roar, and the heavenly bodies will be burned up and
dissolved, and the earth and the works that are done
on it will be exposed.

! 2 Thess 1:6–10. God considers it just to repay with

affliction those who afflict you, 7 and to grant relief
to you who are afflicted as well as to us, when the
Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with his mighty
angels 8 in flaming fire, inflicting vengeance on those
who do not know God and on those who do not
obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. 9 They will suffer
the punishment of eternal destruction, away from
the presence of the Lord and from the glory of his
might, 10 when he comes on that day to be glorified
in his saints, and to be marveled at among all who
have believed, because our testimony to you was
believed.

! A lion’s roar
! Joel 3:16. The LORD roars from Zion, and

utters his voice from Jerusalem, and the
heavens and the earth quake. But the LORD
is a refuge to his people, a stronghold to the
people of Israel. Cf. Hos 11:10; Amos 1:2.

! Rev 5:5. Weep no more; behold, the Lion of

the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has
conquered, so that he can open the scroll and
its seven seals.

! Destruction by Fire
! Zeph 1:18. In the fire of his jealousy, all the

earth shall be consumed; for a full and
sudden end he will make of all the
inhabitants of the earth. Cf. Joel 2:3, 5, 30.

! God will come in the clouds.
! 1 Thess 4:16–17. For the Lord himself will

descend from heaven with a cry of command,
with the voice of an archangel, and with the
sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead in
Christ will rise first. 17 Then we who are alive,
who are left, will be caught up together with
them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air,
and so we will always be with the Lord.

! Day of clouds and thick darkness
! Joel 2:2. A day of darkness and gloom, a day

of clouds and thick darkness!

! Zeph. 1:15. A day of wrath is that day, a day

of distress and anguish, a day of ruin and
devastation, a day of darkness and gloom, a
day of clouds and thick darkness,

! Our proper response:
! Heb 10:22–25. Let us draw near with a true

heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts
sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our
bodies washed with pure water. 23 Let us hold
fast the confession of our hope without
wavering, for he who promised is faithful. 24
And let us consider how to stir up one another
to love and good works, 25 not neglecting to
meet together, as is the habit of some, but
encouraging one another, and all the more as
you see the Day drawing near.

