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Thesis: The NT’s application of “seed” language to both Jews and Gentiles in Christ fulfills OT hopes for the 
fulfillment of Abraham’s fatherhood of a multitude of nations through the messianic king and supports a 
progressive covenantal flavor of baptistic new covenant ecclesiology. 

Paper Outline:
1. Jews and Gentiles as “the Seed of Abraham”
2. Abraham, Father of a Multitude of Nations

2.1.Abraham’s Fatherhood––By Nature or Adoption?
2.2.The Implications of Abraham’s Fatherhood

3. The Servant and His “Seed” in Isaiah
3.1.The “Survivors of the Nations” as the “Seed” of Israel (Isa 45:25)
3.2.The “Many” Becoming “Seed” through the Servant King’s Atoning Work (Isa 52:13–53:12)
3.3.New Covenant “Seed” as the Fulfillment of the Abrahamic Covenant (Isa 54:1–3)
3.4.Conclusion

4. Synthesis and Fulfillment in Christ
4.1.Abraham’s Fatherhood Realized Through Christ
4.2.The Narrowing of the “Seed” and the Hope of the Promised “Offspring”

5. Implications for Theological Systems
5.1.Progressive Covenantalism and Dispensational Theology
5.2.Progressive Covenantalism and Covenant Theology

Key Texts
1. Genesis 12:1–3

אמֶר 12:1 ֹ֤ ם יְהוָה֙ וַיּ ,And Yahweh said to Abram אֶל־אַבְרָ֔

bְמֵאַרְצְךָ֥ ־לְךָ֛לֶך 

ית וּמִמּֽוֹלַדְתְּךָ֖ יךָ וּמִבֵּ֣  אָבִ֑

ר אֶל־הָאָרֶ֖ץ ךָּ׃ אֲשֶׁ֥ אַרְאֶֽ
עֶשְׂךָ֙ 2  גָּד֔וֹל לְג֣וֹי וְאֶֽ

bָ֔רֶכְך  וַאֲבָ֣

cה ךָ וַאֲגַדְּלָ֖ שְׁמֶ֑

“Go from your land and
from your kindred and from
your father’s house to the
land that I will show you, 2
so that I may make you into
a great nation, may bless
you, and may make great
your name.

I. The Commission to Become a Supreme Kingdom 
(Gen 12:1–2c)
A. The Command to Go to the Land (12:1b)
B. The Promise of a Supremem Kingdom 

Motivating the Obedient Following (12:2a–c)

// Gen 15:1–
21; 17:7–8

d ֖ה׃ וֶהְיֵה בְּרָכָֽ
רֲכָה֙ 3 יךָ וַאֲבָֽ רְכֶ֔  מְבָ֣

bָ֖ר וּמְקַלֶּלְך  אָאֹ֑

cּל בְךָ֔ וְנִבְרְכ֣ו ת כֹּ֖  מִשְׁפְּחֹ֥

ה׃ הָאֲדָמָֽ

And (there) be a blessing, 3
so that I may bless those
who bless you (but the who-
ever declares you cursed I
will curse) and so that all the
families of the ground may
be blessed in you.

II. The Consequent Commision to Be an Agent of 
Blessing (12:2d–3)
A. The Command to Be a Blessing (12:2d)
B. The Promise of Serving as an Agent of 

Blessing to the World Motivating the Obedient
Witness (12:3)
1. Yahweh’s blessing all who bless Abram 

but cursing the one who curses (12:3ab)
2. All families of the land being blessed by 

God in Abram (12:3c)

// Gen 17:4–6
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2. Genesis 17:3b–8

17:3b  ר ים אִתּ֛וֹ וַיְדַבֵּ֥ ר׃ אֱלֹהִ֖ י 4 לֵאמֹֽ י הִנֵּ֥ה אֲנִ֕ ךְ בְרִיתִ֖ יתָ אִתָּ֑  וְהָיִ֕

ם׃ הֲמ֥וֹן לְאַב֖ א 5 גּוֹיִֽ ם אֶת־שִׁמְךָ֖ ע֛וֹד וְלאֹ־יִקָּרֵ֥  שִׁמְךָ֙ וְהָיָ֤ה אַבְרָ֑

ם י אַבְרָהָ֔ יךָ׃ גּוֹיִ֖ם אַב־הֲמ֥וֹן כִּ֛ י 6 נְתַתִּֽ תְךָ֙ וְהִפְרֵתִ֤ ד אֹֽ ד בִּמְאֹ֣  מְאֹ֔

יךָ ים לְגוֹיִ֑ם וּנְתַתִּ֖ אוּ׃ מִמְּךָ֥ וּמְלָכִ֖ י 7 יֵצֵֽ י וַהֲקִמֹתִ֨  בֵּינִ֣י אֶת־בְּרִיתִ֜

ךָ ין וּבֵינֶ֗ יךָ זַרְעֲךָ֧ וּבֵ֨ ם אַחֲרֶ֛ ית לְדרֹתָֹ֖ ים לְךָ֙ לִהְי֤וֹת עוֹלָ֑ם לִבְרִ֣ אלֹהִ֔ לֵֽ
יךָ׃ וּֽלְזַרְעֲךָ֖ י 8 אַחֲרֶֽ ךָ וְנָתַתִּ֣ יךָ וּלְזַרְעֲךָ֨ לְ֠ ת אַחֲרֶ֜ רֶץ ׀ אֵ֣ יךָ אֶ֣  מְגֻרֶ֗

ת רֶץ אֵ֚ עַן כָּל־אֶ֣ יתִי עוֹלָ֑ם לַאֲחֻזַּ֖ת כְּנַ֔ ם וְהָיִ֥ ים׃ לָהֶ֖ לֵאלֹהִֽ

ESV: 17:3b And God said to him, 4 “Behold, my covenant is with you, and
you shall be the father of a multitude of nations. 5 No longer shall your name
be called Abram, but your name shall be Abraham, for I have made you the
father of a multitude of nations. 6 I will make you exceedingly fruitful, and I
will make you into nations, and kings shall come from you. 7 And I will estab-
lish my covenant between me and you and your offspring after you through-
out their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to
your offspring after you. 8 And I will give to you and to your offspring after
you the land of your sojournings, all the land of Canaan, for an everlasting
possession, and I will be their God.”

3. Isaiah 53:10–54:3

ה 53:10 ץ וַיהוָ֞ י דַּכְּאוֹ֙ חָפֵ֤ חֱלִ֔ ים הֶֽ ה נַפְשׁ֔וֹ אָשָׁם֙ אִם־תָּשִׂ֤  זֶ֖ רַע יִרְאֶ֥

יךְ ים יַאֲרִ֣ פֶץ יָמִ֑ ח׃ בְּיָד֥וֹ יְהוָ֖ה וְחֵ֥ ל 11 יִצְלָֽ ה נַפְשׁוֹ֙ מֵעֲמַ֤ ע יִרְאֶ֣ יִשְׂבָּ֔
יק בְּדַעְתּ֗וֹ יק יַצְדִּ֥ י צַדִּ֛ ים עַבְדִּ֖ רַבִּ֑ ם לָֽ ל׃ ה֥וּא וַעֲונֹֹתָ֖ ן 12 יִסְבֹּֽ  לָכֵ֞

ים אֲחַלֶּק־ל֣וֹ ֒ יְחַלֵּ֣ק וְאֶת־עֲצוּמִים֮ בָרַבִּ֗ חַת שָׁלָל ר תַּ֗ ה אֲשֶׁ֨  הֶעֱרָ֤

וֶת֙ ים נַפְשׁ֔וֹ לַמָּ֙ ים וְהוּא֙ נִמְנָ֑ה וְאֶת־פּשְֹׁעִ֖ א חֵטְא־רַבִּ֣ ים נָשָׂ֔  וְלַפּשְֹׁעִ֖

יעַ׃ י 54:1 ס יַפְגִּֽ ה רָנִּ֥ א עֲקָרָ֖ ֹ֣ דָה ל י יָלָ֑ לָה וְצַהֲלִי֙ רִנָּ֤ה פִּצְחִ֨  לאֹ־חָ֔

ים י־רַבִּ֧ ה כִּֽ נֵי־שׁוֹמֵמָ֛ ה מִבְּנֵ֥י בְּֽ ר בְעוּלָ֖ ה׃ אָמַ֥ יבִי 2 יְהוָֽ מְק֣וֹם ׀ הַרְחִ֣
ךְ יִךְ וִירִיע֧וֹת אָהֳלֵ֗ כִי יַטּ֖וּ מִשְׁכְּנוֹתַ֛ יכִי֙ אַל־תַּחְשֹׂ֑ יִךְ הַאֲרִ֙ יתָרַ֔  מֵֽ

יִךְ  קִי׃ וִיתֵדתַֹ֖ ין 3 חַזֵּֽ אול כִּי־יָמִ֥ ֹ֖ צִי וּשְׂמ שׁ גּוֹיִ֣ם וְזַרְעֵךְ֙ תִּפְרֹ֑  יִירָ֔

ים יבוּ׃ נְשַׁמּ֖וֹת וְעָרִ֥ יוֹשִֽׁ

ESV: 53:10 Yet it was the will of the LORD to crush him; he has put him to
grief; when his soul makes an offering for guilt, he shall see his offspring; he
shall prolong his days; the will of the LORD shall prosper in his hand. 11 Out
of the anguish of his soul he shall see and be satisfied; by his knowledge shall
the righteous one, my servant, make many to be accounted righteous, and he
shall bear their iniquities. 12 Therefore I will divide him a portion with the
many, and he shall divide the spoil with the strong, because he poured out his
soul to death and was numbered with the transgressors; yet he bore the sin of
many, and makes intercession for the transgressors.

54:1 “Sing, O barren one, who did not bear; break forth into singing and cry
aloud, you who have not been in labor! For the children of the desolate one
will be more than the children of her who is married,” says the LORD. 2
“Enlarge the place of your tent, and let the curtains of your habitations be
stretched out; do not hold back; lengthen your cords and strengthen your
stakes. 3 For you will spread abroad to the right and to the left, and your off-
spring will possess the nations and will people the desolate cities.

4. Isaiah 42:14–16

יתִי֙ 42:14 ם הֶחֱשֵׁ֙ עוֹלָ֔ ישׁ מֵֽ ק אַחֲרִ֖ ה אֶתְאַפָּ֑ ה כַּיּוֹלֵדָ֣ ם אֶפְעֶ֔  אֶשֹּׁ֥

יב 15 יָֽחַד׃ וְאֶשְׁאַ֖ף ם וּגְבָע֔וֹת הָרִים֙ אַחֲרִ֤ ישׁ וְכָל־עֶשְׂבָּ֖  אוֹבִ֑

י ים נְהָרוֹת֙ וְשַׂמְתִּ֤ אִיִּ֔ ים לָֽ ישׁ׃ וַאֲגַמִּ֖ י 16 אוֹבִֽ ים וְהוֹלַכְתִּ֣ רֶךְ֙ עִוְרִ֗  בְּדֶ֙

א ֹ֣ עוּ ל א־יָדְע֖וּ בִּנְתִיב֥וֹת יָדָ֔ ֹֽ ךְ אָשִׂים֩ אַדְרִיכֵ֑ם ל ם מַחְשָׁ֨ לָא֗וֹר לִפְנֵיהֶ֜
עֲקַשִּׁים֙ לֶּה לְמִישׁ֔וֹר וּמַֽ ים אֵ֚ ם הַדְּבָרִ֔ א עֲשִׂיתִ֖ ֹ֥ ים׃ וְל עֲזַבְתִּֽ

ESV: 42:14 For a long time I have held my peace; I have kept still and re-
strained myself; now I will cry out like a woman in labor; I will gasp and pant.
15 I will lay waste mountains and hills, and dry up all their vegetation; I will
turn the rivers into islands, and dry up the pools. 16 And I will lead the blind
in a way that they do not know, in paths that they have not known I will guide
them. I will turn the darkness before them into light, the rough places into
level ground. These are the things I do, and I do not forsake them.
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