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Thesis: The NT’s application of “seed” language to both Jews and Gentiles in Christ fulfills OT hopes for the
fulfillment of Abraham’s fatherhood of a multitude of nations through the messianic king and supports a
progressive covenantal flavor of baptistic new covenant ecclesiology.
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Key Texts
1. Genesis 12:1–3
ל־אַב ָ ֔רם
ְ
אמר יְ הוָ ֙ה ֶא
ֶ ֹ וַ ֤יּ

12:1 And Yahweh said to Abram,

֥אַר ְצָך
ְ ־לָך֛ ֵמ
ְ ֶלְך
אָביָך
֑ ִ וּמ ֵבּ֣ית
ִ ֖וֹל ְד ְתָּך
ַ וּמ ֽמּ
ִ
אַר ֶ ֽאךָּ ׃
ְ ל־האָ ֶ֖רץ ֲא ֶ ֥שׁר
ָ ֶא
וְ ֶ ֽא ֶﬠ ְשׂ ָ֙ך ְלג֣ וֹי גָּ ֔דוֹל
וַ ֲא ָ ֣ב ֶר ְכ ָ֔ך
וַ ֲאגַ ְדּ ָל֖ה ְשׁ ֶ ֑מָך
וֶ ְה ֵי֖ה ְבּ ָר ָ ֽכה׃
וַ ֲא ָ ֽב ֲר ָכ ֙ה ְמ ָ ֣ב ְר ֶ֔כיָך
אר
ֹ ֑ וּמ ַק ֶלּ ְלָך֖ אָ
ְ
וְ נִ ְב ְר ֣כוּ ְב ָ֔ך ֖כֹּל ִמ ְשׁ ְפּ ֥חֹת
ָה ֲא ָד ָ ֽמה׃
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b “Go from your land and I.
from your kindred and from
your father’s house to the
land that I will show you, 2
2 so that I may make you into
a great nation, may bless
b you, and may make great
c your name.

The Commission to Become a Supreme Kingdom
(Gen 12:1–2c)
A. The Command to Go to the Land (12:1b)
B. The Promise of a Supremem Kingdom
Motivating the Obedient Following (12:2a–c)

// Gen 15:1–
21; 17:7–8

// Gen 17:4–6
d And (there) be a blessing, 3 II. The Consequent Commision to Be an Agent of
so that I may bless those
Blessing (12:2d–3)
3 who bless you (but the whoA. The Command to Be a Blessing (12:2d)
b ever declares you cursed I
B. The Promise of Serving as an Agent of
Blessing to the World Motivating the Obedient
c will curse) and so that all the
families of the ground may
Witness (12:3)
be blessed in you.
1. Yahweh’s blessing all who bless Abram
but cursing the one who curses (12:3ab)
2. All families of the land being blessed by
God in Abram (12:3c)

2. Genesis 17:3b–8
ית
ָ יתי ִא ָ ֑תְּך וְ ָה ִ֕י
֖ ִ  ֲא ִ֕ני ִה ֵנּ֥ה ְב ִר4 מר׃
ֹ ֽ ֹלהים ֵלא
֖ ִ  וַ יְ ַד ֵ ֥בּר ִא ֛תּוֹ ֱא17:3b ESV: 17:3b And God said to him, 4 “Behold, my covenant is with you, and
you shall be the father of a multitude of nations. 5 No longer shall your name
אַב ָ ֑רם וְ ָה ָי֤ה ִשׁ ְמ ָ֙ך
ְ ֖ת־שׁ ְמָך
ִ  וְ לֹא־יִ ָקּ ֵ ֥רא ֛ﬠוֹד ֶא5  ְלאַ֖ב ֲה ֥מוֹן גּוֹיִ ֽם׃be called Abram, but your name shall be Abraham, for I have made you the
אד
ֹ ֔ אד ְמ
ֹ ֣ א ְת ָ֙ך ִבּ ְמ
ֹ ֽ  וְ ִה ְפ ֵר ִ ֤תי6 אַב־ה ֥מוֹן גּוֹיִ ֖ם נְ ַת ִ ֽתּיָך׃
ֲ
אַב ָר ָ֔הם ִ ֛כּי
ְ father of a multitude of nations. 6 I will make you exceedingly fruitful, and I
יתי ֵבּ ִינ֣י
ִ֜ ת־בּ ִר
ְ  וַ ֲה ִקמ ִֹ֨תי ֶא7 וּמ ָל ִ ֖כים ִמ ְמָּך֥ יֵ ֵ ֽצאוּ׃
ְ  וּנְ ַת ִ ֖תּיָך ְלגוֹיִ ֑םwill make you into nations, and kings shall come from you. 7 And I will establish my covenant between me and you and your offspring after you throughאֹלהים
ִ֔ עוֹל֑ם ִל ְהי֤ וֹת ְל ָ֙ך ֵ ֽל
ָ אַח ֶ ֛ריָך ְלדֹר ָ ֹ֖תם ִל ְב ִ ֣רית
ֲ ֧וּבין זַ ְר ֲﬠָך
ֵ֨ וּב ֶ֗ינָך
ֵ out their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to
אַח ֶ ֜ריָך ֵ ֣את ׀ ֶ ֣א ֶרץ ְמגֻ ֶ ֗ריָך
ֲ וּלזַ ְר ֲﬠ ָ֨ך
ְ  וְ נָ ַת ִ ֣תּי ֠ ְלָך8 אַח ֶ ֽריָך׃
ֲ ֖ וּֽ ְלזַ ְר ֲﬠָךyour offspring after you. 8 And I will give to you and to your offspring after
אֹלהים׃
ֽ ִ ֥יתי ָל ֶ ֖הם ֵל
ִ ִעוֹל֑ם וְ ָהי
ָ ל־א ֶרץ ְכּ ַ֔נ ַﬠן ַל ֲא ֻח ַזּ֖ת
֣ ֶ  ֵ ֚את ָכּyou the land of your sojournings, all the land of Canaan, for an everlasting
possession, and I will be their God.”
3. Isaiah 53:10–54:3
אָשׁ ֙ם נַ ְפ ֔שׁוֹ יִ ְר ֶ ֥אה ֶ ֖ז ַרע
ָ ם־תּ ִ ֤שׂים
ָ יהוה ָח ֵפ֤ץ ַדּ ְכּאוֹ֙ ֶ ֽה ֱח ֔ ִלי ִא
֞ ָ ַ ו53:10 ESV: 53:10 Yet it was the will of the LORD to crush him; he has put him to
grief; when his soul makes an offering for guilt, he shall see his offspring; he
 ֵמ ֲﬠ ַ ֤מל נַ ְפשׁוֹ֙ יִ ְר ֶ ֣אה יִ ְשׂ ָ֔בּע11 הו֖ה ְבּיָ ֥דוֹ יִ ְצ ָ ֽלח׃
ָ ְיָמים וְ ֵ ֥ח ֶפץ י
֑ ִ  יַ ֲא ִ ֣ריְךshall prolong his days; the will of the LORD shall prosper in his hand. 11 Out
 ָל ֵ֞כן12  ְבּ ַד ְﬠ ֗תּוֹ יַ ְצ ִ ֥דּיק ַצ ִ ֛דּיק ַﬠ ְב ִ ֖דּי ָ ֽל ַר ִ ֑בּים וַ ֲﬠוֹנ ָ ֹ֖תם ֥הוּא יִ ְס ֽבֹּל׃of the anguish of his soul he shall see and be satisfied; by his knowledge shall
ים יְ ַח ֵלּ֣ק ָשׁ ָלל ֒ ַ֗תּ ַחת ֲא ֶ֨שׁר ֶה ֱﬠ ָ ֤רה
֮ צוּמ
ִ ת־ﬠ
ֲ ק־לוֹ ָב ַר ִ֗בּים וְ ֶא
֣  ֲא ַח ֶלּthe righteous one, my servant, make many to be accounted righteous, and he
shall bear their iniquities. 12 Therefore I will divide him a portion with the
א־ר ִ ֣בּים נָ ָ֔שׂא וְ ַלפּ ְֹשׁ ִ ֖ﬠים
ַ הוּא ֵח ְט
֙ ְ ַל ָ֙מּוֶ ֙ת נַ ְפ ֔שׁוֹ וְ ֶאת־פּ ְֹשׁ ִ ֖ﬠים נִ ְמ ָנ֑ה וmany, and he shall divide the spoil with the strong, because he poured out his
א־ח ָלה
ָ֔ ֹ  ָר ִנּ֥י ֲﬠ ָק ָ ֖רה ֣ל ֹא יָ ָל ָ֑דה ִפּ ְצ ִ֨חי ִר ָנּ֤ה וְ ַצ ֲה ִ ֙לי ל54:1 ֽיﬠ׃ ס
ַ יַפ ִגּ
ְ soul to death and was numbered with the transgressors; yet he bore the sin of
 ַה ְר ִ ֣ח ִיבי ׀ ְמ ֣קוֹם2 הוֽה׃
ָ ְאָמר י
֥ ַ עוּל֖ה
ָ י־שׁוֹמ ָ ֛מה ִמ ְבּ ֵנ֥י ְב
ֵ
ֵי־ר ִ ֧בּים ְ ֽבּנ
ַ  ִ ֽכּmany, and makes intercession for the transgressors.
ית ַ ֔ריִ ְך
ָ יכי ֵ ֽמ
֙ ִ אַל־תּ ְח ֑שׂ ֹ ִכי ַה ֲא ִ ֙ר
ַ
נוֹתיִ ְך יַ ֖טּוּ
֛ ַ יﬠוֹת ִמ ְשׁ ְכּ
֧ אָה ֗ ֵלְך וִ ִיר
ֳ 54:1 “Sing, O barren one, who did not bear; break forth into singing and cry
aloud, you who have not been in labor! For the children of the desolate one
ירשׁ
֔ ָ ִוּשׂ ֖מ ֹאול ִתּ ְפ ֑ר ֹ ִצי וְ זַ ְר ֵﬠ ְ֙ך גּוֹיִ ֣ם י
ְ י־יָמין
֥ ִ  ִכּ3 יתד ַ ֹ֖תיִ ְך ַח ֵ ֽזּ ִקי׃
ֵ ִו
will be more than the children of her who is married,” says the LORD. 2
יוֹשׁיבוּ׃
ֽ ִ “ וְ ָﬠ ִ ֥רים נְ ַשׁ ֖מּוֹתEnlarge the place of your tent, and let the curtains of your habitations be
stretched out; do not hold back; lengthen your cords and strengthen your
stakes. 3 For you will spread abroad to the right and to the left, and your offspring will possess the nations and will people the desolate cities.
4. Isaiah 42:14–16
יּוֹל ָ ֣דה ֶא ְפ ֔ ֶﬠה ֶא ֥שּׁ ֹם
ֵ אַפּק ַכּ
֑ ָ אַח ִ ֖רישׁ ֶא ְת
ֲ עוֹלם
ָ ֔ יתי ֵ ֽמ
֙ ִ  ֶה ֱח ֵ֙שׁ42:14 ESV: 42:14 For a long time I have held my peace; I have kept still and restrained myself; now I will cry out like a woman in labor; I will gasp and pant.
אוֹבישׁ
֑ ִ ל־ﬠ ְשׂ ָ ֖בּם
ֶ אַח ִ ֤ריב ָה ִר ֙ים וּגְ ָב ֔עוֹת וְ ָכ
ֲ 15  וְ ֶא ְשׁאַ֖ף ָי ַֽחד׃15 I will lay waste mountains and hills, and dry up all their vegetation; I will
הוֹל ְכ ִ ֣תּי ִﬠוְ ִ ֗רים ְבּ ֶ ֙ד ֶר ְ֙ך
ַ ְ ו16 אוֹבישׁ׃
ֽ ִ רוֹת ָ ֽל ִא ִ֔יּים וַ ֲאגַ ִ ֖מּים
֙  וְ ַשׂ ְמ ִ ֤תּי נְ ָהturn the rivers into islands, and dry up the pools. 16 And I will lead the blind
יהם ָל ֗אוֹר
ֶ֜ ֵים ַמ ְח ָ֨שְׁך ִל ְפנ
֩ אָשׂ
ִ אַד ִר ֵיכ֑ם
ְ  ֣ל ֹא יָ ָ ֔דעוּ ִבּנְ ִת ֥יבוֹת ֽל ֹא־יָ ְד ֖ﬠוּin a way that they do not know, in paths that they have not known I will guide
them. I will turn the darkness before them into light, the rough places into
יתם וְ ֥ל ֹא ֲﬠזַ ְב ִ ֽתּים׃
֖ ִ ישׁוֹר ֵ ֚א ֶלּה ַה ְדּ ָב ִ ֔רים ֲﬠ ִשׂ
֔ וּמ ֲﬠ ַק ִשּׁ ֙ים ְל ִמ
ֽ ַ level ground. These are the things I do, and I do not forsake them.
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