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Thesis: The N'T’s application of “seed” language to both Jews and Gentiles in Christ fulfills OT hopes for the
fulfillment of Abraham’s fatherhood of a multitude of nations through the messianic king and supports a
progressive covenantal flavor of baptistic new covenant ecclesiology.

Paper Outline:

1. Jews and Gentiles as “the Seed of Abraham”

2.

Abtraham, Father of a Multitude of Nations

2.1. Abraham’s Fatherhood—By Nature or Adoption?

2.2. The Implications of Abraham’s Fatherhood

3. The Servant and His “Seed” in Isaiah
3.1. The “Survivors of the Nations” as the “Seed” of Israel (Isa 45:25)

3.2. The “Many” Becoming “Seed” through the Servant King’s Atoning Work (Isa 52:13-53:12)

3.3.New Covenant “Seed” as the Fulfillment of the Abrahamic Covenant (Isa 54:1-3)

3.4.Conclusion

Synthesis and Fulfillment in Christ

4.1. Abraham’s Fatherhood Realized Through Christ

4.2. The Narrowing of the “Seed” and the Hope of the Promised “Offspring”
5. Implications for Theological Systems

5.1. Progressive Covenantalism and Dispensational Theology

5.2. Progressive Covenantalism and Covenant Theology

Key Texts
1. Genesis 12:1-3
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so that I may bless those
who bless you (but the who-
ever declares you cursed I
will curse) and so that all the
families of the ground may
be blessed in you.

Blessing (12:2d-3)

A. The Command to Be a Blessing (12:2d)

B. The Promise of Serving as an Agent of
Blessing to the World Motivating the Obedient
Witness (12:3)

1. Yahweh’s blessing all who bless Abram
but cursing the one who curses (12:3ab)

2. All families of the land being blessed by
God in Abram (12:3c)
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2. Genesis 17:3b—8
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ESV: 17:3b And God said to him, 4 “Behold, my covenant is with you, and
you shall be the father of a multitude of nations. 5 No longer shall your name
be called Abram, but your name shall be Abraham, for I have made you the
father of a multitude of nations. 6 I will make you exceedingly fruitful, and I
will make you into nations, and kings shall come from you. 7 And I will estab-
lish my covenant between me and you and your offspring after you through-
out their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to
your offspring after you. 8 And I will give to you and to your offspring after
you the land of your sojournings, all the land of Canaan, for an everlasting
possession, and I will be their God.”

3. Isaiah 53:10-54:3
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ESV: 53:10 Yet it was the will of the LORD to crush him; he has put him to
grief; when his soul makes an offering for guilt, he shall see his offspring; he
shall prolong his days; the will of the LORD shall prosper in his hand. 11 Out
of the anguish of his soul he shall see and be satisfied; by his knowledge shall
the righteous one, my servant, make many to be accounted righteous, and he
shall bear their iniquities. 12 Therefore I will divide him a portion with the
many, and he shall divide the spoil with the strong, because he poured out his
soul to death and was numbered with the transgressors; yet he bore the sin of
many, and makes intercession for the transgressors.

54:1 “Sing, O barren one, who did not bear; break forth into singing and cry
aloud, you who have not been in labot! For the children of the desolate one
will be more than the children of her who is married,” says the LORD. 2
“Enlarge the place of your tent, and let the curtains of your habitations be
stretched out; do not hold back; lengthen your cords and strengthen your
stakes. 3 For you will spread abroad to the right and to the left, and your off-
spring will possess the nations and will people the desolate cities.

4. Isaiah 42:14-16
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ESV: 42:14 For a long time I have held my peace; I have kept still and re-
strained myself; now I will cry out like 2 woman in labor; I will gasp and pant.
15 I will lay waste mountains and hills, and dry up all their vegetation; I will
turn the rivers into islands, and dry up the pools. 16 And I will lead the blind
in a way that they do not know, in paths that they have not known I will guide
them. I will turn the darkness before them into light, the rough places into
level ground. These are the things I do, and I do not forsake them.

A published version of this paper is forthcoming in Stephen J. Wellum and Brent A. Parker, Progressive Covenantalism: Charting a Mediating
Position Between Dispensational and Covenant Theologies (Nashville: Broadman and Holman, 2015). An expanded version titled “The Nations
and Abraham’s Seed: Some Old Testament Roots to New Covenant Ecclesiology” is forthcoming in JETS 58.3 (2015).

Jason S. DeRouchie © 2015




