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Thesis: The NT’s application of “seed” language to both Jews and Gentiles in Christ fulfills OT hopes for the 
fulfillment of Abraham’s fatherhood of a multitude of nations through the messianic king and supports a 
progressive covenantal flavor of baptistic new covenant ecclesiology. 

Paper Outline:
1. Jews and Gentiles as “the Seed of Abraham”
2. Abraham, Father of a Multitude of Nations

2.1.Abraham’s Fatherhood––By Nature or Adoption?
2.2.The Implications of Abraham’s Fatherhood

3. The Servant and His “Seed” in Isaiah
3.1.The “Survivors of the Nations” as the “Seed” of Israel (Isa 45:25)
3.2.The “Many” Becoming “Seed” through the Servant King’s Atoning Work (Isa 52:13–53:12)
3.3.New Covenant “Seed” as the Fulfillment of the Abrahamic Covenant (Isa 54:1–3)
3.4.Conclusion

4. Synthesis and Fulfillment in Christ
4.1.Abraham’s Fatherhood Realized Through Christ
4.2.The Narrowing of the “Seed” and the Hope of the Promised “Offspring”

5. Implications for Theological Systems
5.1.Progressive Covenantalism and Dispensational Theology
5.2.Progressive Covenantalism and Covenant Theology

Key Texts
1. Genesis 12:1–3

אֶמר 12:1 ֹ֤ ם ְיהָו֙ה ַוּי ,And Yahweh said to Abram ֶאל־ַאְבָר֔

bֵמַאְרְצָ֥ך ־ְלָ֛ךֶלְך 

ית ּוִמּֽמֹוַלְדְּתָ֖ך יָך ּוִמֵּב֣  ָאִב֑

ר ֶאל־ָהָאֶ֖רץ ָּך׃ ֲאֶׁש֥ ַאְרֶאֽ
ֶעְׂשָ֙ך 2  ָּג֔דֹול ְל֣גֹוי ְוֶאֽ

bֶרְכָ֔ך  ַוֲאָב֣

cה ָך ַוֲאַגְּדָל֖ ְׁשֶמ֑

“Go from your land and
from your kindred and from
your father’s house to the
land that I will show you, 2
so that I may make you into
a great nation, may bless
you, and may make great
your name.

I. The Commission to Become a Supreme Kingdom 
(Gen 12:1–2c)
A. The Command to Go to the Land (12:1b)
B. The Promise of a Supremem Kingdom 

Motivating the Obedient Following (12:2a–c)

// Gen 15:1–
21; 17:7–8

d ה׃ ֶוְהֵי֖ה ְּבָרָכֽ
ֲרָכ֙ה 3 יָך ַוֲאָבֽ ְרֶכ֔  ְמָב֣

bר ּוְמַקֶּלְלָ֖ך  ָאֹא֑

cל ְבָ֔ך ְוִנְבְר֣כּו ת ּכֹ֖  ִמְׁשְּפחֹ֥

ה׃ ָהֲאָדָמֽ

And (there) be a blessing, 3
so that I may bless those
who bless you (but the who-
ever declares you cursed I
will curse) and so that all the
families of the ground may
be blessed in you.

II. The Consequent Commision to Be an Agent of 
Blessing (12:2d–3)
A. The Command to Be a Blessing (12:2d)
B. The Promise of Serving as an Agent of 

Blessing to the World Motivating the Obedient
Witness (12:3)
1. Yahweh’s blessing all who bless Abram 

but cursing the one who curses (12:3ab)
2. All families of the land being blessed by 

God in Abram (12:3c)

// Gen 17:4–6
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2. Genesis 17:3b–8

17:3b  ר ים ִאּ֛תֹו ַוְיַדֵּב֥ ר׃ ֱאֹלִה֖ י 4 ֵלאֹמֽ י ִהֵּנ֥ה ֲאִנ֕ ְך ְבִריִת֖ יָת ִאָּת֑  ְוָהִי֕

ם׃ ֲה֥מֹון ְלַא֖ב א 5 ּגֹוִיֽ ם ֶאת־ִׁשְמָ֖ך ֛עֹוד ְולֹא־ִיָּקֵר֥  ִׁשְמָ֙ך ְוָהָי֤ה ַאְבָר֑

ם י ַאְבָרָה֔ יָך׃ ּגֹוִי֖ם ַאב־ֲה֥מֹון ִּכ֛ י 6 ְנַתִּתֽ ְתָ֙ך ְוִהְפֵרִת֤ ד ֹאֽ ד ִּבְמֹא֣  ְמֹא֔

יָך ים ְלגֹוִי֑ם ּוְנַתִּת֖ אּו׃ ִמְּמָ֥ך ּוְמָלִכ֖ י 7 ֵיֵצֽ י ַוֲהִקֹמִת֨  ֵּביִנ֣י ֶאת־ְּבִריִת֜

ָך ין ּוֵביֶנ֗ יָך ַזְרֲעָ֧ך ּוֵב֨ ם ַאֲחֶר֛ ית ְלדֹרָֹת֖ ים ְלָ֙ך ִלְה֤יֹות עֹוָל֑ם ִלְבִר֣ אֹלִה֔ ֵלֽ
יָך׃ ּֽוְלַזְרֲעָ֖ך י 8 ַאֲחֶרֽ ָך ְוָנַתִּת֣ יָך ּוְלַזְרֲעָ֨ך ְל֠ ת ַאֲחֶר֜ ֶרץ ׀ ֵא֣ יָך ֶא֣  ְמֻגֶר֗

ת ֶרץ ֵא֚ ַען ָּכל־ֶא֣ יִתי עֹוָל֑ם ַלֲאֻחַּז֖ת ְּכַנ֔ ם ְוָהִי֥ ים׃ ָלֶה֖ ֵלאֹלִהֽ

ESV: 17:3b And God said to him, 4 “Behold, my covenant is with you, and
you shall be the father of a multitude of nations. 5 No longer shall your name
be called Abram, but your name shall be Abraham, for I have made you the
father of a multitude of nations. 6 I will make you exceedingly fruitful, and I
will make you into nations, and kings shall come from you. 7 And I will estab-
lish my covenant between me and you and your offspring after you through-
out their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to
your offspring after you. 8 And I will give to you and to your offspring after
you the land of your sojournings, all the land of Canaan, for an everlasting
possession, and I will be their God.”

3. Isaiah 53:10–54:3

ה 53:10 ץ ַויהָו֞ י ַּדְּכאֹ֙ו ָחֵפ֤ ֱחִל֔ ים ֶהֽ ה ַנְפׁ֔שֹו ָאָׁש֙ם ִאם־ָּתִׂש֤  ֶז֖ ַרע ִיְרֶא֥

יְך ים ַיֲאִר֣ ֶפץ ָיִמ֑ ח׃ ְּבָי֥דֹו ְיהָו֖ה ְוֵח֥ ל 11 ִיְצָלֽ ה ַנְפׁשֹ֙ו ֵמֲעַמ֤ ע ִיְרֶא֣ ִיְׂשָּב֔
יק ְּבַדְעּ֗תֹו יק ַיְצִּד֥ י ַצִּד֛ ים ַעְבִּד֖ ַרִּב֑ ם ָלֽ ל׃ ֥הּוא ַוֲעוֹֹנָת֖ ן 12 ִיְסּבֹֽ  ָלֵכ֞

ים ֲאַחֶּלק־֣לֹו ֒ ְיַחֵּל֣ק ְוֶאת־ֲעצּוִמי֮ם ָבַרִּב֗ ַחת ָׁשָלל ר ַּת֗ ה ֲאֶׁש֨  ֶהֱעָר֤

ֶו֙ת ים ַנְפׁ֔שֹו ַלָּמ֙ ים ְוהּו֙א ִנְמָנ֑ה ְוֶאת־ּפְֹׁשִע֖ א ֵחְטא־ַרִּב֣ ים ָנָׂש֔  ְוַלּפְֹׁשִע֖

יַע׃ י 54:1 ס ַיְפִּגֽ ה ָרִּנ֥ א ֲעָקָר֖ ֹ֣ ָדה ל י ָיָל֑ ָלה ְוַצֲהִלי֙ ִרָּנ֤ה ִּפְצִח֨  לֹא־ָח֔

ים י־ַרִּב֧ ה ִּכֽ ֵני־ׁשֹוֵמָמ֛ ה ִמְּבֵנ֥י ְּבֽ ר ְבעּוָל֖ ה׃ ָאַמ֥ יִבי 2 ְיהָוֽ ְמ֣קֹום ׀ ַהְרִח֣
ְך ִיְך ִויִרי֧עֹות ָאֳהֵל֗ ִכי ַיּ֖טּו ִמְׁשְּכנֹוַת֛ יִכי֙ ַאל־ַּתְחׂשֹ֑ ִיְך ַהֲאִר֙ יָתַר֔  ֵמֽ

ִיְך  ִקי׃ ִויֵתדַֹת֖ ין 3 ַחֵּזֽ אול ִּכי־ָיִמ֥ ֹ֖ ִצי ּוְׂשמ ׁש ּגֹוִי֣ם ְוַזְרֵעְ֙ך ִּתְפרֹ֑  ִייָר֔

ים יבּו׃ ְנַׁשּ֖מֹות ְוָעִר֥ יֹוִׁשֽ

ESV: 53:10 Yet it was the will of the LORD to crush him; he has put him to
grief; when his soul makes an offering for guilt, he shall see his offspring; he
shall prolong his days; the will of the LORD shall prosper in his hand. 11 Out
of the anguish of his soul he shall see and be satisfied; by his knowledge shall
the righteous one, my servant, make many to be accounted righteous, and he
shall bear their iniquities. 12 Therefore I will divide him a portion with the
many, and he shall divide the spoil with the strong, because he poured out his
soul to death and was numbered with the transgressors; yet he bore the sin of
many, and makes intercession for the transgressors.

54:1 “Sing, O barren one, who did not bear; break forth into singing and cry
aloud, you who have not been in labor! For the children of the desolate one
will be more than the children of her who is married,” says the LORD. 2
“Enlarge the place of your tent, and let the curtains of your habitations be
stretched out; do not hold back; lengthen your cords and strengthen your
stakes. 3 For you will spread abroad to the right and to the left, and your off-
spring will possess the nations and will people the desolate cities.

4. Isaiah 42:14–16

יִתי֙ 42:14 ם ֶהֱחֵׁש֙ עֹוָל֔ יׁש ֵמֽ ק ַאֲחִר֖ ה ֶאְתַאָּפ֑ ה ַּכּיֹוֵלָד֣ ם ֶאְפֶע֔  ֶאּׁשֹ֥

יב 15 ָיַֽחד׃ ְוֶאְׁשַא֖ף ם ּוְגָב֔עֹות ָהִרי֙ם ַאֲחִר֤ יׁש ְוָכל־ֶעְׂשָּב֖  אֹוִב֑

י ים ְנָהרֹו֙ת ְוַׂשְמִּת֤ ִאִּי֔ ים ָלֽ יׁש׃ ַוֲאַגִּמ֖ י 16 אֹוִבֽ ים ְוהֹוַלְכִּת֣ ֶרְ֙ך ִעְוִר֗  ְּבֶד֙

א ֹ֣ עּו ל א־ָיְד֖עּו ִּבְנִתי֥בֹות ָיָד֔ ֹֽ ְך ָאִׂשי֩ם ַאְדִריֵכ֑ם ל ם ַמְחָׁש֨ ָל֗אֹור ִלְפֵניֶה֜
ֲעַקִּׁשי֙ם ֶּלה ְלִמיׁ֔שֹור ּוַמֽ ים ֵא֚ ם ַהְּדָבִר֔ א ֲעִׂשיִת֖ ֹ֥ ים׃ ְול ֲעַזְבִּתֽ

ESV: 42:14 For a long time I have held my peace; I have kept still and re-
strained myself; now I will cry out like a woman in labor; I will gasp and pant.
15 I will lay waste mountains and hills, and dry up all their vegetation; I will
turn the rivers into islands, and dry up the pools. 16 And I will lead the blind
in a way that they do not know, in paths that they have not known I will guide
them. I will turn the darkness before them into light, the rough places into
level ground. These are the things I do, and I do not forsake them.
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